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For Cause and Comrades
a. Discuss the major reasons the book gives for why northerners and southerners fought in the Civil War?
The first reason why the Northerners and the southerners fought was slavery. The southerners treated slaves with a lot of brutalities (McPherson, p. 12). When the Emancipation Proclamation was passed in the South, the Northerners could not wait until slaves working in the southern plantation faced further mistreatment. For that reason, they demanded the slaves be granted their rights and freedoms just like any other people in America. Thus, the Southerners regarded the demands of the Northerners as a threat to their liberty. It is not the liberty of the slaves they fought for but the liberty that they ever enjoyed of carrying slave trade and enslavement of African- Americans in their homesteads (McPherson, P. 29). The Emancipation Proclamation aimed at punishing slaves for mistakes, not theirs. If the Northerners saw it fit for the Southerners to set the blacks free, the Southerners could have negotiated with them but not mistreat the slaves. It is this animosity which the Northerners wanted to stop and create a nation that experienced peace. It is worth noting that the community in North America was experiencing civilization which was advanced than that of the Southerners.
The second reason why the Northerners and the Southerners participated in the civil war was the southerners did not want to be controlled by the Northerners. The headquarters for the Union between Northerners and the Southerners was in Washington (McPherson, p. 43). Therefore, the Southerners wanted to stand alone and exercise freedom in their coexistence. A person can infer from the soldiers’ letters that the Southerners wanted liberty and freedom to do what they want. While the Southerners fought to liberate themselves from the ties of the American union, the Northerners fought to maintain their relationship with the southerners. They were rectifying the loophole which Northerners saw in them. Therefore, they were collecting social vices which the southerners held (McPherson, p. 51). It suffices to say that both the northerners and the southerners did not want to be open with each other. Each had various reasons to fight each other regardless of their being friends for too long.
b. How was slavery a motivating factor for both northerners and southerners to fight in the Civil War? 
There core motivation of the civil war between the Northerners and the Southerners. The two groups of Americans did not openly confront each other in a conversation but that did not apply. Each group had goals to fulfill (McPherson, p. 67). Three groups of people fought in the American Civil war. They include the northerners who regarded the slaves with a lot of care as if they were their equals. Ironically, the Northerners had kept slaves too but did not like the enslavement and plight of slaves in South America. Slave masters in North American gave their slaves some freedoms and liberty a thing which lacked in South American land.
The Southerners fought to safeguard their liberty in the way they treated their slaves. Various letters from soldiers depict that the Southerners felt their household and farm work threatened when the Northerners demand the release of the slaves. Therefore, they fought wisely as if the demanded their rights from the Northerners (McPherson, p. 87). In short, slave masters in South America felts insecure and therefore, did not want the slaves to be realized. As a result of the fear which the Southerners had inflicted in the slaves, the majority of the military work during the civil war involved many slaves’ soldiers.
The slave- soldiers who fought during the American civil war were motivated by liberty which the Southerners promised them (McPherson, p. 91). Since they had long waited for an opportunity to buy their freedom, the black soldiers fought with a lot of enthusiasm because they wanted to please their masters for a release or granting of their liberty. The war was fought in different regions and the southerners lost in different parts. However, their soldiers kept on fighting since they were motivated to attain freedoms from slavery through their efforts. When the war was settled and people were given the chance to choose their leader, many people join war Democrats and voted for Lincoln. It suffices to remark that the soldiers who fought for the Southerners never received the freedom they had been promised (McPherson, p. 96). Since they wanted to earn liberty by breaking the chains of slavery, the slave soldiers are counted as Southerners who were motivated by slavery to fight. Just like the slave masters who wanted to liberate from the slavery of the Northerners, the slave soldiers wanted to buy their freedom that way.
c. How did this book change your view of the Civil War?
Initially, I used to think that the American Civil war was initiated by black American activists. I had conceived the thought that the war was fought between slaves and the Native Americans but the book has given me a different insight into the cause of the war. I have learned that not all white people were barbaric slave masters. The Northerners struggled to achieve a nation that is characteristic of a peacefully coexisting multiracial population. It was Southerners who wanted blacks to live in slavery and never-ending misery.
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